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To say that cultural criticism engages in cultural critique is to indicate"
that it regularly scrutinizes and assesses —in its examinations of objects,
events, and practices—the often unacknowledged or un— noticed
values compacted in regimes of reason, attending to linguistic, ethical,
economic, political, historical, philosophical, legal, educational,
familial, religious, and aesthetic beliefs, categories, and representations
7 " operating in cultural works and activities
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of cultural criticism is discourse analysis In this light, a paramount task"
8 " committed to inquiry and critique rather than idolatry of literature
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The task of cultural criticism is to analyze and assess the social"
roots, institutional relays, and ideological ramifications of communal
events, institutions, and texts. Against the weakening but still regnant
scholarly focus on aesthetic masterpieces of canonized high literature,
cultural criticism advances the claims of "low" working class, marginal,

9 "popular, minority, and mass cultural discourses

Vincent B.Leitch, (Cultural Criticism, Literary Theory, PostStructuralism), .97
3 Columbia University Press, New york, 1992, p

Vincent B.Leitch, (Cultural Criticism, Literary Theory, PostStructuralism), .98
previous reference, p 39

Vincent B.Leitch, (Cultural Criticism, Literary Theory, PostStructuralism), .99
previous reference, p167

40



(o saaill llaall il g paal) a8 Gaaa IS ) a8l e 58K il 285
AaSlall LT 5 il jlaall 5 ol Einall oyl g dail ga o8 Al Cara Gl
Ay sl s el Jals LUaa ) @l 5 J 51t il Gl 50 GLIS 5 ¢ jlaall
Adalall 5 40 Al 5 Aqal) 5 ATEIAY) 5 Aay Hll 5 AWl 5 A3alaBY) s LielaiaY

Alleal) 5 Alal) g A alatl) g 00 M)

Whereas a major goal of New Criticism and much other modern"
formalistic criticism is aesthetic evaluation of free standing texts, a
primary objective of cultural criticism is cultural critique, which
entails investigation and assessment of ruling and oppositional beliefs,
categories, practices, and representations, inquiring into the causes,
constitutions, and consequences as well as the modes of circulation
and consumption of linguistic, social, economic, political, historical,
ethical, religious, legal, scientific, philosophical, educational, familial,
(190" and aesthetic discourses and institutions
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